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Kundenstation ubersendet wird. 

8. Elektronisches Zahlungssystem zur Ausfuhrung 
von Transaktionen in Verbindung mit dem Kauf von 
Waren, die Kunden von Handlern uber ein offenes s 
Datennetz angeboten werden, mit Kundenstatio- 
nen und Handler-Server-Stationen, die uber das of- 
lene Netz verbindbar sind, 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, 

daB das System auGerdem mindestens eine Zah- io 
lungs-Serverstation aufweist, der fur die Kunden- 
stationen und die Handler-ServerStationen be- 
stimmt ist und aufweist: 

eine Vordergrundeinheit mit Verbindungsmit- 15 
teln fur die Verbindung mit dem otlenen Netz, 
eine Hintergrundeinheit mit Verbindungsmitteln 
fur den AnschluG an ein von dem offenen Netz 
unabhangiges Bankennetz, 
Kommunikationsmittel zwischen der Vorder- 20 
grund- und der Hintergrundeinheit, 
Speichermittel fur Kundenkonten und Handler- 
konten, und 

Verarbeitungsmittel, um ansprechend auf den 
Empfang eines Autorisierungsgesuchs f Qr eine 2s 
Transaktion Oder einer Zahlungskarte, die ei- 
nen beabsichtigten Kauf zwischen Handler und 
Kunden betrifft, durch die Vordergrundeinheit, 
zu prufen, ob die Zahlung des Preises durch 
den betreffenden Kunden autorisiert ist, indem so 
abhangig von dem Kauf bet rag das Kunden kon- 
to oder das Bankennetz abgefragt wird, und, 
wenn die Prufung positiv auslallt, eine Trans- 
aktionsautorisierung oder einen Kassenbon er- 
stellt wird, um diesen uber die Vordergrundein- 3S 
heit auf das offene Netz zu ubertragen, worauf- 
hin s wenn die Transaktionsautorisierung durch 
Abfrage des Kundenkontos erstellt ist, das 
Kundenkonto mit dem Kaufbetrag belastet und 
dem Konto des betreffenden Handlers der 
Kaufbetrag gutgeschrieben wird . 

9. Zahlungssystem nach Anspruch 8, 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, 

daB derZahlungs-Server Speichermittel fur die ge- 
nehmigten Transaktionen aufweist. 



Claims 

1. A method for effecting electronic payments for 
transactions relating to the purchase of goods of- 
fered by suppliers to customers via a public compu- 
ter network (10), to which are connected supplier 
servers (20) and customer stations (30), the method 
being characterised in that it includes the steps of: 

development, by a supplier server connected 



to the network, of a transaction authorisation 
request, or payment ticket, concerning a pur- 
chase envisaged between the supplier and a 
customer, and comprising information relating 
to the supplier, the customer, the purchase ob- 
ject and the price, 

transmission of the payment ticket via the com- 
puter network to a payment server (40) which 
is distinct from the customer station and suppli- 
er server, 

automatic verification by the payment server of 
whether the payment of the price is authorised 
for the concerned customer, the verification be- 
ing effected, according to the amount of the 
price to be paid, either by interrogation of a cus- 
tomer account that belongs to the customer, is 
kept by the payment server and is intended for 
the payment of small sums, or by interrogation 
on a banking network, independent of the com- 
puter network, for the payments of higher sums, 
if the verification is positive, development by 
the payment server of a transaction authorisa- 
tion or voucher including at least a part of the 
payment ticket information, 
transmission of the voucher to the supplier 
server via the computer network, so as to au- 
thorise the conclusion of the purchase, and 
when a voucher is transmitted after verification 
by interrogation of a customer account kept by 
the payment server, debiting the customer ac- 
count of the amount of the purchase, and cred- 
iting the amount of the purchase to the supplier 
account relative to the concerned supplier and 
kept by the payment server, 

2. A method according to claim 1 , characterised in that 
the verification by the payment server comprises a 
preliminary customer authentication phase. 

3. A method according to daim 2, characterised in that 
the authentication is achieved by recognition of an 
access key transmitted by the computer network 
from the customer station to the payment server. 

45 4. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 3, 
characterised in that it comprises the development 
by the payment server of a voucher comprising at 
least a part of the information of the payment ticket 
and certification information. 

so 

5. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 4, 
characterised in that it comprises memorisation by 
the payment server of the authorised transactions, 
by storing at least a part of the contents of the 

55 voucher. 

6. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 5, 
characterised in that the payment ticket is transmit- 
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ted from the payment server to the supplier server 
by the intermediary of the customer station. 

7. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 6, 
characterised in that the voucher is transmitted from s 
the payment server to the supplier server by the in- 
termediary of the customer station. 

8. Electronic payment system for effecting transac- 
tions relating to the purchase of goods offered by 10 
suppliers to customers via a public computer net- 
work (10), the system comprising customer stations 
(30) and supplier servers (20) that may be connect- 
ed to the network. 

characterised in that the system further comprises is 
at least one payment server (40) distinct from the 
customer stations and the supplier servers and 
comprising: 

- a front unit (41) having means for connecting 20 
to the public network, 

a rear unit (42) having means for connecting to 
a banking network independent of the public 
network, 

means (48) for communicating between the 25 
front and rear units, 

means (44) for storing customer accounts and 
supplier accounts, and 

processing means (43) for verifying, in re- 
sponse to the reception by the front unit of a 30 
transaction authorisation request or a payment 
ticket, concerning a purchase envisaged be- 
tween the supplier and a customer, and as a 
function of the amount of the envisaged pur- 
chase, if the payment of the price is authorised 3S 
for the customer concerned by interrogating the 
customer account or the banking network, and, 
if the verification is positive, developing a trans- 
action authorisation, or voucher in order to 
transmit the same to the public network via the 40 
front unit and, when the transaction authoriza- 
tion has been developed further to interrogating 
the customer account, debiting the customer 
account of the amount of the purchase and 
crediting the account of the concerned supplier 45 
of the amount of the purchase. 

9. Payment system according to claim 8, character- 
ised in that the payment server comprises means 
for memorising authorised transactions. 50 
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